BISMARCK

Manteuffel and Quehl on the one side, the ' Kreuzzeitung *
and the Camarilla on the other, and of the whole internal
situation, will be made intelligible by the following epis-
tolary deliverances of Gerlach:

1 Potsdam: May 17, 1852.

' I consider Manteuffel to be a good fellow; but what
a singular political life is his! He subscribed to the De-
cember Constitution, proclaimed himself for the Union
policy, ruthlessly put through the Local Government
Ordinance and the law for redemption of debt, amnestied
Bonapartism, and so on. That he has not been consistent
in these matters redounds to his glory; but, even though
his Majesty once said consistency is the most miserable of
all virtues, Manteuffel's inconsistency is a trifle strong.
People talk against the Chambers and Constitutionalism.
But since the middle of the eighteenth century all govern-
ments have been revolutionary, except England until the
Reform Bill, and Prussia during slight intermissions, in
1823 and 1847. The " Kreuzzeitung " was in truth not
in the wrong with its little apology for the Chambers;
and now our Premier yearns after Bonapartism, which un-
deniably has no future.

' Manteuffel said yesterday, moreover, that he would
summon you here, if only you could arrive at the right
time, to make acquaintance with the Emperor and Count
Nesselrode. But most important of all it is that you
deliver Manteuffel from Quehl, for he is still indispens-
able, and with Quehl there is no holding him. It would
cost him nothing to assert that he knows nothing about
the article in the " Zeit," indeed that this paper is no con-
cern of his; but people may not let themselves be put off
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